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The Cheneys with their granddaughters, Grace, Kate and Elizabeth.
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THE INAUGURATION OF
GEORGE W. BusH AND RICHARD B. CHENEY

JANUARY 18-21, 2001
Thursday, January 18

4:30 p.m.
INAUGURAL OPENING CELEBRATION
Lincoln Memorial

Friday, January 19

10:00 a.m.

LAURA BUsH CELEBRATES
AMERICA’S AUTHORS
DAR Counstitution Hall

2:00 p.m.

THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT

SALUTES AMERICA’S VETERANS
Washington Convention Center Hall C

4:00 p.m.
CONCERT CELEBRATING AMERICA’S YOUTH
MCI Center

5:30 p.m.
WYOMING STATE SOCIETY EVENT
Chamber of Commerce Building Hall of Flags
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8:00 p.m.
TExAs Brack TiE AND BoOTS
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel

Saturday, January 20

PRIVATE CHURCH SERVICE
St. John’s Church

11:35 a.m.
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
U.S. Capitol

1:00 p.m.
LUNCHEON
Statuary Hall, U.S. Capitol

2:15 p.m.
INAUGURAL PARADE

7:00 p.m.
INAUGURAL BALLS

Ronald Reagan Building
Union Station

D.C. Armory



THE 54TH PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL

INAUGURAL BALLS (CONTINUED)
Washington Convention Center (Ohio)

Washington Convention Center
(Texas and Wyoming)

National Building Museum (Pension
Building)

Washington Hilton

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
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Sunday, January 21

8:30 a.m.
NATIONAL PRAYER SERVICE
Washington National Cathedral

WHITE HOUSE OPEN HOUSE

Jake McGuire
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1897 McKinley inaugural program.

A 1,400-pound cheese was centered on a White House
carpet for Jackson’s memorable Inaugural open house
(New York Public Library).
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believes he thereby promotes the best interests of
the whole country, and when an election is passed,
it is altogether befitting a free people that, until the
next election, they should be as one people.”

With a simple oath of 35 words, that has
remained unchanged since Washington first
spoke them, the symbolism of the transfer of
power and the continuity of governing are
recognized by all Americans. And with the
deeding of authority comes renewed hope,
aspirations and goals. That orderly form and
coming together of differences, which is uniquely
American in heritage, is worthy of celebratory
recognition every four years by all citizens.

Some presidents have seen Inauguration Day
as a somber and sober commencement of the
hardest job in the world, while others have
reveled and gloried in the pomp and
circumstance of the festivity.

After repeating the oath of office that first time in
1789, Washington, in a simple American-made
brown suit of tails, is said to have kissed the Bible,
adding unexpectedly, “So help me God.” At the
first celebration ball, however, he relished in
minueting with the best of New York society ladies.

On the glorious morning of his installation,
Madison commented to Dolley, “I’d much rather
be in bed sleeping.” That night, however, he
dutifully escorted the new first lady to the
inaugural ball and protectively moved her from
place to place as the two ostrich feathers extending

[]Memorabilia courtesy of the National American History
Museum, Smithsonian Institution.
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Inaugural memorabilia, clockwise from top
right: Abraham Lincoln inaugural ball
program; William McKinley inaugural ball
ticket; John F. Kennedy inaugural ball ticket;
Franklin D. Roosevelt inaugural ticket;
Richard M. Nixon inaugural ball ticket;
Harry S. Truman inaugural ball ticket;
Ulysses S. Grant inaugural reception ticket.
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from her Parisian turban threatened to ignite or
snuff out the flames of every candle in the Long
Hotel ballroom.

Perhaps the most memorable inaugural of all was
Andrew Jackson’s in 1829. Since “Old Hickory’s”
beloved wife, Rachel, had died just a month before, it
was decided improper to stage an inaugural ball.
Instead, Jackson felt an open-house reception in the
White House more appropriate and befitting his
style. Crowds of thousands engulfed the mansion and
overran the East Room. Food that had been carefully
laid out on tables was thrown on the elegant floors
and papered walls. Throughout the packed house
drunken men fought, little children cried for lost
parents, and ladies fainted. There was such a press to
shake Jackson’s hand that he found himself trapped,
almost suffocating, against the wall. A group of
supporters formed a cordon around the new
president and helped him escape through a side door.
Mounting his horse, Jackson went back to Gadsby’s
Tavern and spent his first night in office there alone.

The crowds were as wild and eager for William Henry
Harrison’s inauguration in 1841, and “Old
Tippecanoe” was determined to give them their
money’s worth. He gave the longest inaugural address
on record (8,441 words) and, after an exhausting day
of activities, danced with the wives of prominent
Whigs at three balls until the wee hours of the
morning. Tired and chilled, the new president came
down with pneumonia within 24 hours and died
exactly one month to the day of his inauguration.

Abraham Lincoln took his second oath of office
under the just-completed dome of the Capitol, as
the Civil War was drawing to a close. The
inauguration under the dome was planned to
symbolically bind together a weary nation. At the
inaugural ball that evening, a guest who was
appearing at Ford’s Theatre was presented to the
Lincolns. His name was John Wilkes Booth.
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Lincoln’s second inauguration.
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Dance card from William
McKinley’s Inaugural Ball.
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The handwritten copy of Robert Frost’s
“The Gift Outright,” recited by the poet
at the 1961 inaugural ceremony with the
champagne bottle President and Mrs.
Kennedy used at the ball that evening.
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President Ulysses S. Grant’s
second inaugural is most
remembered for its weather,
minus four degrees with winds
- up to 40 miles per hour. The ball
that evening was probably the most
disastrous in history. It took place in
a beautifully erected temporary building
on Judiciary Square. Unfortunately, nobody thought
of installing a heating system, forcing guests to
dance in their wraps and coats. The elaborate feast
prepared for thousands froze solid, and musicians,
too cold to play their instruments, opted to watch
silently as thousands of canaries brought in to
serenade guests froze to death on their ceiling
perches and fell onto the horrified dancers.

The evening before Teddy Roosevelt’s inauguration,
Secretary of State John Hay presented the
president-elect with a gift he would cherish as long
as he lived. He gave him a ring containing a lock of
hair cut from Lincoln’s head on the night of his
assassination. The ring was handsomely engraved
with the initials of both presidents and was
accompanied by a handwritten note from Hay that
read, “Please wear this tomorrow. You are one of
the men who most thoroughly understands and
appreciates Lincoln.” Roosevelt later said the ring
offered inspiration and encouraged him in
everything he did as president.

When Dwight D. Eisenhower became the first
general in 70 years to be elected president, he also
became the first to suspend the traditional formal
black topper in favor of a less formal Homburg hat,
more to his liking. In another first, 1952 became the
first televised inaugural, although the unassuming Ike
later recounted that he and Mamie were not
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Ornate carriage that carried Ulysses S. Grant to
his 1869 inauguration.

comfortable eating their inaugural luncheon in the
Old Supreme Court Chamber as millions of
Americans watched live on TV.

While inaugurations are often a spectacle for
millions, they are a genuine catharsis for the
American people, as well. In a sense, it is an act of
healing after the inevitable division of a political
campaign. The inaugural pageantry reiterates that,
although one side did not win, the new leader is
going to do everything within his power to unite
the nation behind him. The inauguration is our
most visible affirmation of the faith that American
people have in their tenets and institutions.

It is befitting the American inaugural tradition that, at
the conclusion of the festivities, George W. Bush, the
43rd president of the United States, will retire to his
new home and the home of the nation — the White
House. The most historic building in the country,
which is this year celebrating its 200th anniversary,
will welcome him with a blessing engraved on one of
its mantels: “I Pray Heaven To Bestow The Best of
Blessings On This House And All that shall hereafter
Inhabit it. May none but Honest and Wise Men ever
rule under This Roof. November 1800.”

[1F.C. Duke Zeller is an author and inaugural historian who has
served five Republican presidents and three U.S. senators.
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Commemorative Richard
Nixon inaugural scarf.
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NEW BEGINNINGS
by Kate O’Beirne

The new president’s walk down Pennsylvania
Avenue to the White House begins a journey with
unforeseen challenges and crises. The awesome
responsibilities and relentless demands of the
presidency have taken the measure of many great
men — generals, diplomats, senators and governors.
Now, George W. Bush has come from Sam
Houston’s house to the White House to assume the
most powerful office in the world, brimming with a
Texas-sized confidence, tempered by a deliberate
humility born of faith.

The metaphor for America’s greatness in much of
the world is embodied in the word “Texas,” with
her natural grandeur, frontier grit and big-hearted
generosity. President George W. Bush is a son of
Texas, where being plain spoken is a virtue,
pretension can be spotted a mile away, and a man is
only as good as his word. He brings to the
presidency compassion for the less fortunate and
courage in his public commitments.
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AP/World Wide Photos

The splendid men and women President Bush has
called upon to serve with him demonstrate a
willingness to share history’s stage, and a prudent
appreciation of the enormity of the task ahead. Yet,
ultimately, the burdens of this great office will rest
squarely on his shoulders. There is no certain
preparation for this undertaking. But George
Bush’s natural grace and tested virtues are equal to
the endeavor.

Inaugurations represent milestones in our common
journey as well as promising new beginnings. At the
dawn of the third century of the republic, our
newest president will be sustained in the challenges
ahead by the hopes and prayers of all Americans.

[1Kate O’Beirne is the Washington editor of the National Review.
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