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8:00 p.m.
TEXAS BLACK TIE AND BOOTS

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel

Saturday, January 20

PRIVATE CHURCH SERVICE

St. John’s Church

11:35 a.m.
SWEARING-IN CEREMONY

U.S. Capitol

1:00 p.m.
LUNCHEON

Statuary Hall, U.S. Capitol

2:15 p.m.
INAUGURAL PARADE

7:00 p.m.
INAUGURAL BALLS

Ronald Reagan Building

Union Station

D.C. Armory

JANUARY 18-21, 2001

Thursday, January 18

4:30 p.m.
INAUGURAL OPENING CELEBRATION

Lincoln Memorial

Friday, January 19

10:00 a.m.
LAURA BUSH CELEBRATES

AMERICA’S AUTHORS

DAR Constitution Hall

2:00 p.m.
THE VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT

SALUTES AMERICA’S VETERANS

Washington Convention Center Hall C

4:00 p.m.
CONCERT CELEBRATING AMERICA’S YOUTH

MCI Center

5:30 p.m.
WYOMING STATE SOCIETY EVENT

Chamber of Commerce Building Hall of Flags

T H E I N A U G U R A T I O N O F
G E O R G E W.  B U S H A N D R I C H A R D B .  C H E N E Y
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INAUGURAL BALLS (CONTINUED)

Washington Convention Center (Ohio)

Washington Convention Center 
(Texas and Wyoming)

National Building Museum (Pension
Building)

Washington Hilton

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel

Sunday, January 21

8:30 a.m.
NATIONAL PRAYER SERVICE

Washington National Cathedral

WHITE HOUSE OPEN HOUSE
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believes he thereby promotes the best interests of
the whole country, and when an election is passed,
it is altogether befitting a free people that, until the
next election, they should be as one people.”   

With a simple oath of 35 words, that has
remained unchanged since Washington first
spoke them, the symbolism of the transfer of
power and the continuity of governing are
recognized by all Americans. And with the
deeding of authority comes renewed hope,
aspirations and goals. That orderly form and
coming together of differences, which is uniquely
American in heritage, is worthy of celebratory
recognition every four years by all citizens.

Some presidents have seen Inauguration Day
as a somber and sober commencement of the
hardest job in the world, while others have
reveled and gloried in the pomp and
circumstance of the festivity. 

After repeating the oath of office that first time in
1789, Washington, in a simple American-made
brown suit of tails, is said to have kissed the Bible,
adding unexpectedly, “So help me God.” At the
first celebration ball, however, he relished in
minueting with the best of New York society ladies. 

On the glorious morning of his installation,
Madison commented to Dolley, “I’d much rather
be in bed sleeping.” That night, however, he
dutifully escorted the new first lady to the
inaugural ball and protectively moved her from
place to place as the two ostrich feathers extending

A 1,400-pound cheese was centered on a White House
carpet for Jackson’s memorable Inaugural open house
(New York Public Library).

1897 McKinley inaugural program.

★ Memorabilia courtesy of the National American History
Museum, Smithsonian Institution.
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Inaugural memorabilia, clockwise from top
right: Abraham Lincoln inaugural ball
program; William McKinley inaugural ball
ticket; John F. Kennedy inaugural ball ticket;
Franklin D. Roosevelt inaugural ticket;
Richard M. Nixon inaugural ball ticket;
Harry S. Truman inaugural ball ticket;
Ulysses S. Grant inaugural reception ticket. 
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from her Parisian turban threatened to ignite or
snuff out the flames of every candle in the Long
Hotel ballroom.

Perhaps the most memorable inaugural of all was
Andrew Jackson’s in 1829. Since “Old Hickory’s”
beloved wife, Rachel, had died just a month before, it
was decided improper to stage an inaugural ball.
Instead, Jackson felt an open-house reception in the
White House more appropriate and befitting his
style. Crowds of thousands engulfed the mansion and
overran the East Room. Food that had been carefully
laid out on tables was thrown on the elegant floors
and papered walls. Throughout the packed house
drunken men fought, little children cried for lost
parents, and ladies fainted. There was such a press to
shake Jackson’s hand that he found himself trapped,
almost suffocating, against the wall. A group of
supporters formed a cordon around the new
president and helped him escape through a side door.
Mounting his horse, Jackson went back to Gadsby’s
Tavern and spent his first night in office there alone.     

The crowds were as wild and eager for William Henry
Harrison’s inauguration in 1841, and “Old
Tippecanoe” was determined to give them their
money’s worth. He gave the longest inaugural address
on record (8,441 words) and, after an exhausting day
of activities, danced with the wives of prominent
Whigs at three balls until the wee hours of the
morning. Tired and chilled, the new president came
down with pneumonia within 24 hours and died
exactly one month to the day of his inauguration.

Abraham Lincoln took his second oath of office
under the just-completed dome of the Capitol, as
the Civil War was drawing to a close. The
inauguration under the dome was planned to
symbolically bind together a weary nation. At the
inaugural ball that evening, a guest who was
appearing at Ford’s Theatre was presented to the
Lincolns. His name was John Wilkes Booth.

Lincoln’s second inauguration.

Dance card from William
McKinley’s Inaugural Ball.
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President Ulysses S. Grant’s
second inaugural is most
remembered for its weather,
minus four degrees with winds

up to 40 miles per hour. The ball
that evening was probably the most

disastrous in history. It took place in
a beautifully erected temporary building

on Judiciary Square. Unfortunately, nobody thought
of installing a heating system, forcing guests to
dance in their wraps and coats. The elaborate feast
prepared for thousands froze solid, and musicians,
too cold to play their instruments, opted to watch
silently as thousands of canaries brought in to
serenade guests froze to death on their ceiling
perches and fell onto the horrified dancers.

The evening before Teddy Roosevelt’s inauguration,
Secretary of State John Hay presented the
president-elect with a gift he would cherish as long
as he lived. He gave him a ring containing a lock of
hair cut from Lincoln’s head on the night of his
assassination. The ring was handsomely engraved
with the initials of both presidents and was
accompanied by a handwritten note from Hay that
read, “Please wear this tomorrow. You are one of
the men who most thoroughly understands and
appreciates Lincoln.” Roosevelt later said the ring
offered inspiration and encouraged him in
everything he did as president.          

When Dwight D. Eisenhower became the first
general in 70 years to be elected president, he also
became the first to suspend the traditional formal
black topper in favor of a less formal Homburg hat,
more to his liking. In another first, 1952 became the
first televised inaugural, although the unassuming Ike
later recounted that he and Mamie were not

The handwritten copy of Robert Frost’s
“The Gift Outright,” recited by the poet
at the 1961 inaugural ceremony with the
champagne bottle President and Mrs.
Kennedy used at the ball that evening. 



T H E  5 4 T H  P R E S I D E N T I A L  I N AU G U RA L

25

comfortable eating their inaugural luncheon in the
Old Supreme Court Chamber as millions of
Americans watched live on TV.

While inaugurations are often a spectacle for
millions, they are a genuine catharsis for the
American people, as well. In a sense, it is an act of
healing after the inevitable division of a political
campaign. The inaugural pageantry reiterates that,
although one side did not win, the new leader is
going to do everything within his power to unite
the nation behind him. The inauguration is our
most visible affirmation of the faith that American
people have in their tenets and institutions.

It is befitting the American inaugural tradition that, at
the conclusion of the festivities, George W. Bush, the
43rd president of the United States, will retire to his
new home and the home of the nation – the White
House. The most historic building in the country,
which is this year celebrating its 200th anniversary,
will welcome him with a blessing engraved on one of
its mantels: “I Pray Heaven To Bestow The Best of
Blessings On This House And All that shall hereafter
Inhabit it. May none but Honest and Wise Men ever
rule under This Roof. November 1800.” 

★ F.C. Duke Zeller is an author and inaugural historian who has
served five Republican presidents and three U.S. senators.

Ornate carriage that carried Ulysses S. Grant to
his 1869 inauguration.

Commemorative Richard
Nixon inaugural scarf.
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The new president’s walk down Pennsylvania
Avenue to the White House begins a journey with
unforeseen challenges and crises. The awesome
responsibilities and relentless demands of the
presidency have taken the measure of many great
men – generals, diplomats, senators and governors.
Now, George W. Bush has come from Sam
Houston’s house to the White House to assume the
most powerful office in the world, brimming with a
Texas-sized confidence, tempered by a deliberate
humility born of faith. 

The metaphor for America’s greatness in much of
the world is embodied in the word “Texas,” with
her natural grandeur, frontier grit and big-hearted
generosity. President George W. Bush is a son of
Texas, where being plain spoken is a virtue,
pretension can be spotted a mile away, and a man is
only as good as his word. He brings to the
presidency compassion for the less fortunate and
courage in his public commitments.

The splendid men and women President Bush has
called upon to serve with him demonstrate a
willingness to share history’s stage, and a prudent
appreciation of the enormity of the task ahead. Yet,
ultimately, the burdens of this great office will rest
squarely on his shoulders. There is no certain
preparation for this undertaking. But George
Bush’s natural grace and tested virtues are equal to
the endeavor.

Inaugurations represent milestones in our common
journey as well as promising new beginnings. At the
dawn of the third century of the republic, our
newest president will be sustained in the challenges
ahead by the hopes and prayers of all Americans.

★ Kate O’Beirne is the Washington editor of the National Review. 

N E W B E G I N N I N G S
by Kate O’Beirne
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Executive Committee
Bill and Kathy DeWitt, Co-chairs
Mercer and Gabrielle Reynolds, Co-chairs
Fred Meyer, Chairman
Brad Freeman, Finance Chair 
Julie Finley, Finance Co-chair 
Al Hoffman, Jr., Finance Co-chair 
Jeanne Johnson Phillips, Executive Director 

Executive Office
Mary S. Farr, Special Deputy to the

Executive Director
Susan Galen, Executive Assistant
Angela Jones, Executive Assistant
Nicole Herold, Executive Assistant
Maria Gullo, Executive Assistant
Lynn Lunceford, Executive Assistant

Communications
Ed Gillespie, Director
Dirk Vande Beek, Deputy Director
Susan Phalen, Press Secretary
Natalie Rule, Press Secretary

Events and Operations
Brian D. Montgomery, Chief Deputy and

Director, Special Events and Operations
Judd Swift, Director of Operations
Gordon C. James, Director, Events
Neal Burnham, Deputy Director, Operations
Patrick Rhode, Deputy Director, Operations
Greg Jenkins, Deputy Director, Events – Press
Ed Cowling, Deputy Director, Events
Kim Palmese, Managing Director, Events 
Spence Geissenger, Managing Director, Events
Tobin Harvey, Managing Director, Events
Steve Myers, Managing Director, Events
Dan McCardell, Managing Director, Budget 
Phil Leadroot, Managing Director, Security

and Credentials
C. James Schaefer, IV, Managing Director,

Publications
Amy E. Lemen, Deputy Managing

Director, Publications
Damon Moley, Managing Director, Volunteers
C. Thomas McCully, Managing Director,

Transportation
David B. Balfour, Deputy Managing

Director, Transportation

Finance 
Mary Kate Johnson, Director
Heather Larrison, Deputy Director
Beth Sturgeon, Deputy Director

General Counsel
Ben Ginsberg

Invitations and Ticketing
Mary Fraser, Director of Invitations and

Ticketing
Denise Lechtenberger, Deputy Director

Office of Diversity
Ernie Ladd, Special Advisor to the

Committee
Eli Rodriguez, Special Advisor to the

Committee

Official Proceedings and Scheduling
Bob Goodwin, Special Deputy
John Gibbons, Deputy
Bruce Clark, Deputy

Public Liaison
Janet Slaughter Eissenstat, Director
Ken Yale, Deputy Director
Stephen Payne, Deputy Director for

Congressional Relations
David Thomas, Deputy Director for

Political Affairs
Ambassador Donald Ensenat, Deputy

Director for the Diplomatic Corps

Special Services
Beverly Shea, Chief Deputy and Director

of Special Services
Gretchen Purser, Deputy Director
Jim Wray, Special Deputy

Treasury
Eric Bing, Treasurer and Chief

Administrative Officer
Margee Dotter, Comptroller
Leslie Cole, Deputy Comptroller
Frank Haas, Director of Administration
Robert Ollison, Director of Marketing

Vice Presidential Operations
Ron Walker, Special Deputy, Office of the

Vice President-Elect
Steve Hart, Deputy Director
Marguerite Sullivan, Deputy Director,

Operations and Friends and Family
Celeste Colgan, Deputy Director, Friends

and Family
CeCe Kramer, Deputy Director, Scheduling

Armed Forces Inaugural Committee
Major General James T. Jackson, US

Army, Chairman
Brigadier General Elbert N. Perkins, US

Army, Deputy Chairman
Captain Dede Gibson, US Navy, Chief of

Staff
Thomas L. Groppel, Director of

Ceremonies
Lt. Colonel Karl M. Johnson, US Air

Force, Executive Officer

General Services Administration
Inaugural Staff
Toni Lewis-Hazlewood, Chief Operating

Officer
M.A. “Skip” Gerdes, Deputy Chief

Operating Officer
Lesly Wilson, Counsel
Denise Johnson, Special Assistant and

Chief of Administration
Patricia Duncan, Chief Procurement

Officer
Ralph Boldt, Assistant Chief Operating

Officer for Security
Sonny Cook, Assistant Chief Operating

Officer for Operations
Christopher Davis, Chief Funds Control

Officer
Saundra Guyton, Chief

Telecommunications Officer
Willie Mills, Federal Supply Service
Paul Houston, Chief Information

Technology Officer

Joint Congressional Committee on
Inaugural Celebrations 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell,

Chairman
The Honorable Trent Lott
The Honorable Christopher Dodd
The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
The Honorable Richard K. Armey
The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt

54th Presidential Inaugural 
Publications Division
C. James Schaefer, IV, Managing Director
Amy E. Lemen, Deputy Director
Barbara Cebuhar
Suzanne Chase
Michael R. Davis
Elizabeth Dial
Pim Doerr
Lauren Hoffer
Charles Lahey
Nancy Long
Chris Paulitz
Heather M. Shockney
F.C. Duke Zeller

★

In Appreciation:
AP/World Wide Photos
Dennis Brack
Gray Hawn
Hillsman S. Jackson/SMU
David Kennerly
Jake McGuire
National American History Museum,
Smithsonian Institution
Charles Ommanney
David Woo
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U N D E R W R I T E R S

Abbott Laboratories
Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson,

Venetian Resort
AEGON
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Dr. David Alameel
Alcoa
American Airlines
American Council of Life Insurers
American Financial Group
American Insurance Association
American International Group, Inc.
American Trucking Associations
Judy and John M. Angelo
Anheuser-Busch Companies
The Honorable and Mrs. Hushang Ansary
AOL Time Warner
Archer Daniels Midland Company
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Argyros
AT&T
Robert G. Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Lee M. Bass
Lawrence E. Bathgate, II
Grace and Tom Benson
Claudia Hawthorne and Dennis Berman
Mr. and Mrs. Tom A. Bernstein and 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland W. Betts
John and Shirley Berry
Mrs. Marilynn M. Berry
Bessemer Securities Corporation / The

Bessemer Group, Inc.
Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc.
The Boeing Company
BP
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Brauer
Brisben Development, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Cafaro
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Canizaro
Linda and Don Carter
Barbara and Finn Caspersen
The Cassidy Companies
Charles M. Cawley, Chairman and CEO,

MBNA America Bank
Vicki and Tom Celani
The Chevron Companies
Cisco Systems
Citigroup
Mrs. James H. Clement, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Click, Jr.
CMC Company
CMS Energy
The Coca-Cola Company
Mr. Ken W. Cole, Honeywell
Glenn Collins, NeoDyme Technologies

Corp.
Frederick E. Cooper
Credit Suisse First Boston
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Day
DCS, Inc.
Lawrence J. De George
Dr. A.K. Desai & Jim Holton
Mr. and Mrs. William O. DeWitt, Jr.
James K. Dobbs, III
DOMINION
John F. Donahue
The Dow Chemical Company
Archie W. Dunham, Chairman, President

and CEO, Conoco Inc.
EDS
Richard J. Egan
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis M. Eisenberg
Emerson
Irl F. Engelhardt, Chairman and CEO,

Peabody Group
Enron
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Fannie Mae
Mr. and Mrs. Issam M. Fares
Mr. and Mrs. Nijad I. Fares
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Farish
Joyce and Dick Farmer
Farmer’s Insurance Group of Companies
Julie Finley
FirstEnergy Corp.

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Foley, II
Ford Motor Company
Cyndee and Tom Foscue
The Founders Group
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Fox
Bradford M. Freeman
Frito-Lay, Inc.
General Electric
General Motors Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Bert A. Getz
GMAC
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Great Traditions Land and Development Co.
Mrs. Barbara Grimm
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Guzzetta
John Hancock Financial Services, Inc.
James H. Harless
Seeme G. and Malik M. Hasan, M.D.
John W. Henry & Company, Inc.
Hicks, Muse, Tate & Furst Incorporated
Nancy and Gus Hillenbrand
Dawn and Al Hoffman
Julianna Hawn Holt and Peter M. Holt
Joan and John Hotchkis
B. Wayne Hughes
Nancy Ann and Ray L. Hunt 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Hurwitz 
IBM 
International Game Technology 
International Paper
Invacare Corporation 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jaharis 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Johnson 
Judy and Dennis Jones 
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.
Lawrence Kadish
Munr Kazmir
James J. Kim
Nancy and Rich Kinder
Kmart Corporation
Kraft Foods, Inc.
Robert D. Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Terrence Lanni
Mr. Ronald Lauder
Linda and Ken Lay
Gretchen and Howard Leach
Thomas C. Leppert, Chairman and CEO,

The Turner Corporation
Steve Letbetter, Chairman and CEO,

Reliant Energy
The Limited, Inc.
Carl H. Lindner
Lockheed Martin
Lockheed Martin IMS
Suzanne and James MacDougald
Mag Instruments, Inc.
Marlene and Fred Malek
J. and M. McDowell
Dr. Henry A. McKinnell
Timothy P. McKone, SBC

Communications
Elizabeth and Drayton McLane, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Mehl
Merck & Co., Inc
Merrill Lynch and Co., Inc.
Barbara and Fred Meyer
Bob Meyerson
Microsoft Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Moran
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co.
Mr. H. Gary Morse
Motorola
Mr. Rupert Murdoch, Chairman and

CEO, News Corporation
David H. Murdock
National Association of Homebuilders
Bobbie and John Nau
Nextel Communications
Erle Nye
Occidental Petroleum Corporation
Office of the Commissioner of Baseball
Donald G. Ogilvie, American Bankers

Association
Mr. and Mrs. Peter O’Malley
James F. Orr, Chairman, President, and

CEO, Convergys Corporation

Rocco A. Ortenzio, Chairman and CEO
of Select Medical Corp.

Outback Steakhouse Political Action
Committee

John W. Paxton, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Whitney Payson
PepsiCo, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. A. Jerrold Perenchio
Thomas F. Petway, III
Fred and Stephanie Pezeshkan, Kraft

Construction Company
Pharmacia Corporation
Philip Morris Companies Inc.
PhRMA
Patty and Bo Pilgrim, Pilgrim’s Pride
PMX Industries, Inc.
Mr. David C. Pratt
Heinz C. Prechter and C. Michael Kojaian
PRIMEDIA Inc.
Marcia and John Price
B.M. “Mack” Rankin, Jr. and 

Freeport-McMoRan
Walter Raquet, Executive Vice President,

Knight Trading Group, Inc.
Andrew K. Rayburn
RAYTHEON
Mr. and Mrs. Mercer Reynolds
Robert C. Rhein Interests, Inc.
Melinda and Robert Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Duane R. Roberts
James E. Rogers, Cinergy Corp.
Deedie and Rusty Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Rosenberg, Jr.
Safeway Inc.
Sallie Mae
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Schwab
Ambassador Mel and Betty Sembler, 

The Sembler Company
Therese M. Shaheen
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Shanahan
Stephanie and Ned L. Siegel
Ellen and Matthew Simmons
Jeffrey K. Skilling
Barbara and Clifford Sobel
Southern Company
South Florida Partnership
Mr. and Mrs. Alex G. Spanos
Mr. and Mrs. Dean A. Spanos
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald P. Spogli
R. Allen Stanford
Stephens Group, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Stephenson
Susan and John Sykes
Dr. John and Dr. Josephine Templeton
Textron
Sue and Tim Timken
Dennis A. Tito
Christine Toretti
Dr. Thomas and Erma Jean Tracy
Trident Capital, Inc.
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Union Pacific Corporation
U.S. Asia Commercial Development

Corporation
UST Inc.
Van Beuren Management, Inc.
Visa U.S.A. Inc.
Bruce M. Waldack
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ray Wallace
Walter Wang
The Washington Post Company
The Washington Redskins
Waste Management, Inc.
Eileen and Ron Weiser / Padma and 

Raj Vattikuti
Mr. and Mrs. Cortright Wetherill, Jr.
Marylou Whitney and John Hendrickson
Wilkes & McHugh, P.A.
Mr. Charles Wyly
Cheryl and Sam Wyly
Mr. and Mrs. V. James Zenga
Selim K. Zilkha

The list of underwriters is effective 
as of January 12, 2001
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¬ ˘ray Ωeaven To ±estow 

The ±est of ±lessings on

This Ωouse 

∞nd ∞ll that shall hereafter ¬nhabit it

≠ay none but Ωonest and †ise ≠en ever rule 

under This ªoof.

November 1800
From John Adams as engraved on the mantel 

in the State Dining Room




